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Year 6 Art Medium Term plans 
Year 6 World War Two Explorers Benin Kingdom 

Prior learning  • Can use line, tone and shading to create depth 
and atmosphere. 
• Can draw using a range of media, including 
pencil, pen, charcoal and ink. 
• Understands how artists use observation to 
develop ideas. 
• Can refine drawings using a sketchbook. 

• Knows how to create tints, tones and shades. 
• Can use colour to create mood and atmosphere. 
• Understands how composition influences an artwork. 
• Can develop and refine painting ideas in a sketchbook. 

• Can create three-dimensional artwork using a 
range of materials. 
• Knows that texture, pattern and form can 
communicate ideas. 
• Can plan and refine sculptures using a sketchbook. 
• Can evaluate artwork using artistic vocabulary. 
 

Year 6 Topic:  Drawing and composition - Observational 
Drawing  
 
Enquiry Question: 
How can artists use line, tones and shades to 
communicate emotion and atmosphere? 
 
Artist 
Henry Moore and wartime art.  
 

Topic: – Paint and Colour - Landscape Painting  
 
Enquiry Question: 
How can artists use painting techniques to capture 
landscapes and communicate a sense of place? 
 
Artist 
L. S. Lowry and Joseph Wright 

Topic: Sculpture – Benin Bronzes  
 
Enquiry Question: 
How can artists use sculpture to communicate 
culture, status and identity? 
 
Artist 
Romauld Hazoume 

Explore 1 WALT:  analyse how artists use line and tone to 
communicate emotion and atmosphere. 
 
Children: 
• Explore the work of Henry Moore and other 
WW2 artists. 
• Discuss how artists represented wartime 
experiences. 
• Identify examples of use of line, tones and 
shades. 
• Record observations and annotations in 
sketchbooks. 
 
Skills: 

WALT:  analyse how artists represent landscapes and 
environments. 
 
Children: 
• Explore the work of L.S. Lowry and Joseph Wright of 
Derby. 
• Compare how artists depict different environments. 
• Identify the use of shades, tone, colour and 
composition. 
• Record observations and annotations in sketchbooks. 
 
Skills: 
• Analyses artwork critically. 
• Uses artistic vocabulary accurately. 

WALT:  understand the historical and cultural 
significance of the Benin Bronzes. 
 
Children: 
• Explore the history of the Kingdom of Benin. 
• Investigate the purpose and significance of the 
Benin Bronzes. 
• Discuss how art communicates culture, identity 
and status. 
• Record observations and annotations in 
sketchbooks. 
 
Skills: 
• Observes artefacts carefully. 
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• Analyses artwork critically. 
• Uses artistic vocabulary accurately. 
• Records observations in sketchbooks. 
 
Vocabulary: 
Henry Moore, atmosphere, emotion, line, tone, 
shade 

• Records observations in sketchbooks. 
 
Vocabulary: 
landscape, composition, foreground, background, 
perspective 

• Records observations in sketchbooks. 
• Makes links between art and history. 
 
Vocabulary: 
Benin Bronzes, Kingdom of Benin, artefact, culture, 
identity 

Explore 2 WALT: To develop observational drawing 
techniques inspired by WW2 imagery. 
 
Children: 
• Observe photographs and artefacts from WW2. 
• Create detailed observational sketches. 
• Experiment with line, proportion and 
composition. 
• Refine work through sketchbook studies. 
 
Skills: 
• Draws accurately from observation. 
• Uses sketchbooks to develop ideas. 
• Demonstrates increasing control. 
 
Vocabulary: 
observation, proportion, composition, detail, 
sketch 

WALT: To develop observational drawing techniques 
when recording landscapes. 
 
Children: 
• Observe landscape photographs linked to exploration. 
• Create detailed observational sketches. 
• Explore proportion, perspective and composition. 
• Refine drawings through sketchbook studies. 
 
Skills: 
• Draws accurately from observation. 
• Uses perspective effectively. 
• Demonstrates increasing control and accuracy. 
 
Vocabulary: 
observation, perspective, proportion, horizon, detail 

WALT: To analyse the artistic techniques, patterns 
and symbolism used in the Benin Bronzes. 
 
Children: 
• Examine the details, patterns and imagery found 
in Benin Bronzes. 
• Investigate how artists communicated stories and 
status. 
• Create detailed observational sketches. 
• Annotate artistic features in sketchbooks. 
 
Skills: 
• Analyses artwork critically. 
• Uses observational drawing techniques. 
• Records ideas systematically. 
 
Vocabulary: 
symbolism, pattern, relief, texture, motif 

Create 1 DO 
ONE AND TWO 
CREATE 
TOGETHER  

WALT:  experiment with pencil, pen, charcoal and 
ink to create texture, light and shadow. 
 
Children: 
• Explore a range of drawing materials. 
• Create tonal studies inspired by figures. 
• Experiment with texture and mark-making. 
• Record successful techniques in sketchbooks. 
 
Skills: 

WALT:  experiment with creating tints, tones and shades 
using paint. 
 
Children: 
• Explore colour mixing techniques. 
• Make choices about paint medium 
• Create colour studies showing tonal variation. 
• Investigate how colour can create mood. 
• Record findings in sketchbooks. 
 

WALT:  experiment with clay techniques inspired by 
the Benin Bronzes. 
 
Children: 
• Explore rolling, coiling, slab building and joining 
techniques. 
• Experiment with creating raised relief patterns. 
• Investigate texture using sculpting tools. 
• Record findings in sketchbooks. 
 



   
 

 Green Park Community Primary School 
Art & Design Curriculum | 2026–2027 

4 

 

• Uses drawing media confidently. 
• Creates texture and tone effectively. 
• Experiments with mark-making techniques. 
 
Vocabulary: 
tone, texture, shading, charcoal, ink 
 

Skills: 
• Mixes colours accurately. 
• Creates tonal variation. 
• Applies colour theory confidently. 
 
Vocabulary: 
palette, tint, tone, shade, colour theory 
 

Skills: 
• Manipulates clay confidently. 
• Creates texture and relief. 
• Experiments with sculptural techniques. 
 
Vocabulary: 
clay, relief, sculpture, slab, coil, score and slip 

Create 2 WALT:  develop drawing techniques that create 
atmosphere and emotion. 
 
Children: 
• Experiment with shading, smudging and 
blending. 
• Explore how light influences mood. 
• Create studies inspired by Henry Moore's 
wartime work. 
• Refine drawing techniques. 
 
Skills: 
• Sketches form confidently. 
• Uses line, tone and shading purposefully. 
• Creates atmosphere through use of light. 
 
Vocabulary: 
blending, atmosphere, mood, technique 

WALT: investigate how colour, light and atmosphere affect 
landscapes. 
 
Children: 
• Explore landscape paintings by Wright of Derby and 
other artists. 
• Investigate the effects of light and shadow. 
• Experiment with colour studies. 
• Develop ideas for a final composition. 
 
Skills: 
• Analyses artistic techniques. 
• Uses colour purposefully. 
• Develops and refines ideas. 
 
Vocabulary: 
atmosphere, light source, shadow, colour palette, mood 

WALT:  design a Benin-inspired clay plaque or 
sculpture. 
 
Children: 
• Develop design ideas using sketchbooks. 
• Incorporate symbols, patterns and imagery 
inspired by Benin art. 
• Refine and annotate designs. 
• Select techniques and materials purposefully. 
 
Skills: 
• Develops and refines ideas. 
• Plans a three-dimensional artwork. 
• Makes informed artistic decisions. 
 
Vocabulary: 
design, composition, symbolism, refine, structure 

Create 3 WALT:  create a WW2-inspired artwork using 
observational drawing. 
 
Children: 
• Plan a final composition. 
• Combine observational drawing and shading 
techniques. 
• Apply line, tones and shades purposefully. 
• Refine and improve artwork. 

WALT:  create a landscape artwork inspired by 
exploration. 
 
Children: 
• Plan a final composition. 
• Combine drawing and painting techniques. 
• Apply perspective, tone and atmosphere. 
• Refine and improve artwork independently. 
 

WALT:  create a Benin-inspired clay sculpture using 
sculptural techniques. 
 
Children: 
• Use designs as a guide. 
• Construct a clay plaque or sculpture. 
• Apply texture, relief and detail. 
• Refine and improve work throughout the process. 
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Skills: 
• Creates an original artwork. 
• Applies drawing skills effectively. 
• Demonstrates artistic control. 
 
Vocabulary: 
composition, atmosphere, contrast, painting, 
artwork 

Skills: 
• Creates an original artwork. 
• Applies a range of techniques confidently. 
• Demonstrates artistic control. 
 
Vocabulary: 
composition, landscape, atmosphere, perspective, 
painting 

Skills: 
• Creates a three-dimensional artwork. 
• Demonstrates control when sculpting. 
• Applies texture and detail effectively. 
 
Vocabulary: 
craftsmanship, sculpture, texture, relief, detail 

Reflect 1 WALT:  evaluate artwork and explain artistic 
choices. 
 
Children: 
• Participate in a gallery walk. 
• Compare artwork with Henry Moore's work. 
• Discuss artistic decisions and techniques. 
• Record reflections in sketchbooks. 
• Identify strengths and next steps. 
 
Skills: 
• Evaluates artwork thoughtfully. 
• Uses artistic vocabulary confidently. 
• Reflects on artistic decisions. 
 
Vocabulary: 
evaluate, reflect, critique, artistic choice, improve 

WALT:  evaluate artwork and explain artistic choices. 
 
Children: 
• Participate in a gallery walk. 
• Compare artwork with examples studied. 
• Discuss artistic decisions and techniques. 
• Record reflections in sketchbooks. 
• Identify strengths and next steps. 
 
Skills: 
• Evaluates artwork thoughtfully. 
• Uses artistic vocabulary confidently. 
• Reflects on artistic decisions. 
 
Vocabulary: 
evaluate, reflect, critique, artistic choice, improve 

WALT:  evaluate artwork and explain artistic choices. 
 
Children: 
• Participate in a gallery walk. 
• Compare artwork with historical Benin Bronzes. 
• Discuss artistic choices and techniques. 
• Record reflections in sketchbooks. 
• Identify strengths and next steps. 
 
Skills: 
• Evaluates artwork thoughtfully. 
• Uses artistic vocabulary confidently. 
• Reflects on artistic decisions. 
 
Vocabulary: 
evaluate, reflect, critique, craftsmanship, improve 

Assessment  Enquiry Question: 
How can artists use line, tones and shades to 
communicate emotion and atmosphere? 
 
Children will demonstrate understanding by: 
• Identifying and creating tones and shades. 
• Analysing the work of Henry Moore. 
• Applying observational drawing techniques. 
• Creating a WW2-inspired artwork. 

Enquiry Question: 
How can artists use painting techniques to capture 
landscapes and communicate a sense of place? 
 
Children will demonstrate understanding by: 
• Analysing landscape artwork. 
• Applying colour theory. 
• Using perspective, tone and texture effectively. 

Enquiry Question: 
How can artists use sculpture to communicate 
culture, status and identity? 
Children will demonstrate understanding by: 
• Explaining the significance of the Benin Bronzes. 
• Analysing artistic techniques and symbolism. 
• Using clay confidently to create relief and texture. 
• Creating a Benin-inspired sculpture. 
• Evaluating artwork using artistic vocabulary. 
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• Evaluating artistic choices using artistic 
vocabulary. 
 

• Creating a landscape inspired by exploration. 
• Evaluating artistic choices using artistic vocabulary. 
 

 

End Point Children create a WW2-inspired artwork 
demonstrating observational drawing skills and 
the effective use of line, tones and shades to 
communicate atmosphere and emotion. 
 
By the end of this unit, children will understand 
how artists use observational drawing to 
communicate emotion and atmosphere. They will 
know how Henry Moore documented wartime 
experiences through art and will create an 
artwork demonstrating advanced use of line, 
tones and shades. 

Children create an explorer-inspired landscape artwork 
with their choice of paint, demonstrating colour theory, 
perspective, tone, texture and atmosphere. 
 
By the end of this unit, children will understand how 
artists use painting techniques to represent landscapes 
and environments. They will know how artists such as L.S. 
Lowry and Joseph Wright of Derby used composition, 
light, tone and atmosphere to create meaning and will 
create an explorer-inspired landscape demonstrating 
these skills. 

Children create a Benin-inspired clay plaque or 
sculpture demonstrating texture, relief, symbolism 
and an understanding of the cultural significance of 
the Benin Bronzes. 
 
By the end of this unit, children will understand how 
the Benin Bronzes communicated power, status, 
culture and history. They will know how sculptors 
use relief, texture, pattern and symbolism to create 
meaning and will create a Benin-inspired clay 
sculpture demonstrating these skills. 

Substantive 
Knowledge 
 
(What children 
need to 
remember) 
 

Children will know: 
• Tints are created by adding white. 
• Shades are created by adding black. 
• Tones are created by adding grey or 
complementary colours. 
• Tone and texture can create realism and 
atmosphere. 
• Henry Moore documented wartime experiences 
through observational drawing. 
• Artists develop ideas through observation and 
sketchbook work. 

Children will know: 
• Landscapes represent natural or built environments. 
• Perspective creates the illusion of depth and distance. 
• Artists use composition to guide the viewer's eye. 
• Artists use colour to communicate emotion and 
atmosphere. 
• L.S. Lowry and Joseph Wright of Derby used different 
approaches to represent places and environments. 
• Artists refine ideas through sketchbooks. 

Children will know: 
• The Benin Bronzes are significant artworks from 
the Kingdom of Benin. 
• Benin artists used symbolism to communicate 
status, power and history. 
• Relief sculpture creates raised designs on a flat 
surface. 
• Texture can be created through tools and sculpting 
techniques. 
• Clay can be manipulated using a range of 
techniques including coiling, slab building and score-
and-slip joining. 
• Artists refine ideas through sketchbook work and 
experimentation. 
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Disciplinary 
Knowledge 
(Thinking like 
an artist) 
 

Children will:  
• Analyse artwork critically. 
• Use sketchbooks to develop ideas. 
• Apply observational drawing techniques. 
• Create original artwork inspired by artists. 
• Evaluate artistic decisions and outcomes. 

Children will: 
• Analyse artwork critically. 
• Observe and record carefully. 
• Experiment with colour theory. 
• Use sketchbooks to develop and refine ideas. 
• Experiment with a range of painting techniques. 
• Apply perspective, tone and composition purposefully. 
• Evaluate artistic decisions and outcomes. 
 

Children will: 
• Analyse artwork critically. 
• Use sketchbooks to develop and refine ideas. 
• Observe and record artistic features carefully. 
• Experiment with sculptural materials and 
techniques. 
• Create three-dimensional artwork inspired by 
historical sources. 
• Evaluate artistic decisions and outcomes. 
 

Adaptive 
Teaching 
 

Support 
• Teacher modelling. 
• Visual examples of WW2 artwork. 
• Vocabulary mats. 
• Guided sketchbook activities. 
• Structured observational drawing tasks. 
 
Challenge 
• Create subtle tonal variations independently. 
• Explain artistic choices using subject-specific 
vocabulary. 
• Compare multiple WW2 artists. 
• Use colour purposefully to communicate 
specific emotions. 
• Refine compositions independently following 
evaluation. 
 

Support 
• Teacher modelling of perspective and landscape 
techniques . 
• Colour-mixing guides. 
• Visual examples of artists' work. 
• Vocabulary mats. 
• Guided sketchbook activities. 
• Perspective grids and templates where appropriate. 
• Structured drawing tasks. 
 
Challenge 
• Create sophisticated tonal and textural effects. 
• Apply perspective independently and accurately. 
• Explain artistic choices using subject-specific 
vocabulary. 
• Compare multiple landscape artists. 
• Refine and improve compositions independently 
following evaluation. 
 

Support 
• Teacher modelling of clay techniques. 
• Visual examples of Benin Bronzes. 
• Vocabulary mats with images. 
• Guided sketchbook activities. 
• Step-by-step sculpting demonstrations. 
• Pre-drawn templates where appropriate. 
 
Challenge 
• Create highly detailed relief patterns 
independently. 
• Incorporate complex symbolism into designs. 
• Explain artistic choices using subject-specific 
vocabulary. 
• Compare Benin Bronzes with other historical 
sculptures. 
• Refine and improve sculptures independently 
following evaluation. 
 

Assessment for 
Learning 
 

Throughout the unit, teachers will assess 
understanding through: 
• Sketchbook work. 
• Discussion and questioning. 
• Observation of drawing and painting 
techniques. 

Throughout the unit, teachers will assess understanding 
through: 
• Sketchbook work. 
• Discussion and questioning. 
• Observation of drawing and painting techniques. 
• Retrieval of key vocabulary. 

Assessment for Learning 
Throughout the unit, teachers will assess 
understanding through: 
• Sketchbook work. 
• Discussion and questioning. 
• Observation of sculpting techniques. 
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• Retrieval of key vocabulary. 
• Evaluation of work in progress. 
• Final artwork evaluation. 
• Pupil reflections during Reflect sessions. 
 

• Evaluation of work in progress. 
• Final artwork evaluation. 
• Pupil reflections during Reflect sessions. 
 

• Retrieval of key vocabulary. 
• Evaluation of work in progress. 
• Final sculpture evaluation. 
• Pupil reflections during Reflect sessions. 
 

Curriculum 
coverage  

Pupils should be taught to: 
• Create sketchbooks to record observations and 
use them to review and revisit ideas. 
• Improve mastery of art and design techniques, 
including drawing and painting. 
• Learn about great artists and understand the 
historical and cultural development of their art 
forms. 
 

Pupils should be taught to: 
• Create sketchbooks to record observations and use 
them to review and revisit ideas. 
• Improve mastery of art and design techniques, 
including drawing and painting. 
• Learn about great artists and understand the historical 
and cultural development of their art forms. 
 

Pupils should be taught to: 
• Create sketchbooks to record observations and 
use them to review and revisit ideas. 
• Improve mastery of art and design techniques, 
including sculpture. 
• Use a range of materials creatively to design and 
make products. 
• Learn about great artists and understand the 
historical and cultural development of their art 
forms. 
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