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Year 4 Geography Medium Term plans 
 

Year 4 Vikings: Migration and Settlement Tudors, Trade and Towns Life Along the Nile 

Prior 
learning  

• Can locate countries and capital cities of the UK. 
• Can use maps, atlases and digital maps to locate 
places. 
• Knows that latitude and longitude help locate 
places around the world. 
• Can compare human and physical features of 
different places. 

• Can identify physical features such as mountains, rivers, 
valleys and coasts. 
• Knows that physical geography influences where people 
live. 
• Can use maps, symbols, keys and 4-figure grid references. 
• Can compare places using geographical evidence. 

• Knows that rivers and coastlines shape landscapes. 
• Can identify human and physical features of a place. 
• Knows that settlements are influenced by physical 
geography. 
• Can use fieldwork and maps to investigate places. 

Year 4 How is Scandinavia similar to and different from 
the UK? 
Covers: 

- Europe 
-  Locational knowledge 
-  Latitude and longitude 
-  Climate zones 
-  Human and physical geography 
-  Trade and resources 
-  Biomes and sustainability 
-  Mapping and enquiry 

Why did people choose to settle in York and Lancaster? 
Covers: 

- UK cities and counties 
-  Settlements and land use 
-  Rivers and topography 
-  Economic activity and trade 
-  Natural resources 
-  Sustainability 
-  OS maps and grid references 
-  Human and physical geography 

Why did people settle near the River Nile? 
Covers: 

- Rivers 
-  Local and global comparison 
-  Physical geography 
-  Settlements and land use 
-  Trade and economic activity 
-  Sustainability 
-  Water cycle 
-  Mapping and enquiry 

Question 1 Where is Scandinavia and how does location 
matter? 
WALT:  locate Scandinavia and the UK on maps. 
Children: 
Locate: 
Norway 
Sweden 
Denmark 
United Kingdom 
Identify major cities such as: 

Where are York and Lancaster, and why does location 
matter? 
WALT:  locate York and Lancaster on maps. 
Children: 
Locate: 

- both cities 
- surrounding counties 
- major roads and rivers 

Use: 
- maps 

Where are the River Nile and River Dour, and why does 
location matter? 
WALT:  locate the River Nile and River Dour on maps. 
Children: 
Locate: 

- Egypt 
- Dover 
- both rivers on maps, globes and digital maps 

Skills: 
- Locates rivers globally and locally 
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Oslo 
Stockholm 
Copenhagen 
London 
Russia 
Use: 

- maps 
- atlases 
- digital maps 

Skills: 
-  Locates European countries and cities 
-  Uses maps and atlases 

Vocabulary: 
Europe, region, country, city 

- atlases 
- digital maps 

Skills: 
- Locates cities in the UK 
-  Uses maps and atlases 

Vocabulary: 
city, county, region, location 

-  Uses maps, atlases and digital mapping 
Vocabulary: 
river, location, continent, region 

Question 2 How do latitude and climate affect life? 
WALT:  understand climate and location. 
Children: 
Explore: 

- Equator 
- latitude 
- longitude 
- Arctic Circle 
- climate zones 

Compare weather and temperature. 
Skills: 

- Uses latitude and longitude with support 
-  Identifies climate zones 

Vocabulary: 
latitude, longitude, Arctic Circle, climate zone 
Children should say: 
"Latitude affects climate." 

What physical features helped these places grow? 
WALT:  understand physical geography. 
Children: 
Explore: 

- rivers 
- hills 
- valleys 
- surrounding land 

Key rivers: 
- River Ouse (York) 
- River Lune (Lancaster) 

Skills: 
-  Identifies topographical features 
-  Uses maps and photographs 

Vocabulary: 
river, valley, hill, topography 

How do rivers shape the land? 
WALT:  understand the parts of a river. 
Children: 
Identify: 

- source 
- tributary 
- meander 
- floodplain 
- mouth 

Compare: 
- river size 
- surrounding landscapes 

Skills: 
- Describes river features 
-  Compares physical geography 

Vocabulary: 
source, tributary, floodplain, mouth, erosion 

Question 3 What physical features shape Scandinavia and the 
UK? 
WALT:  understand physical geography. 

Why did people settle here? 
WALT:  understand settlements and land use. 
Children: 

Why do people settle near rivers? 
WALT:  understand settlements and land use. 
Children: 
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Children: 
Explore: 

- mountains 
- forests 
- rivers 
- coastlines 
- fjords 

Compare landscapes. 
Skills: 

- Compares physical geography 
-  Uses maps and photographs 

Vocabulary: 
mountain, forest, river, coast, fjord 

Explore: 
- farming land 
- transport links 
- protection 
- access to water 

Skills: 
- Explains settlements and land use 

Vocabulary: 
settlement, land use, urban, rural 

Explore: 
- farming 
- drinking water 
- transport 
- protection 
- fertile land 

Compare settlements along: 
- River Nile 
- River Dour 

Skills: 
- Explores settlements and land use 

Vocabulary: 
settlement, agriculture, population, land use 

Question 4 How do people live and work in these places? 
WALT:  understand human geography. 
Children: 
Compare: 

- settlements 
- farming 
- transport 
- tourism 
- land use 

Skills: 
- Compares settlements and land use 
-  Explains economic activity 

Vocabulary: 
settlement, land use, tourism, transport, trade 

How did trade and resources help these cities develop? 
WALT:  understand economic geography. 
Children: 
Explore: 

- markets 
- roads 
- river transport 
- farming 
- local resources 

Skills: 
- Explains economic activity 
-  Identifies natural resources 

Vocabulary: 
trade, resources, economy, transport 

How do rivers support trade and economic activity? 
WALT:  understand how rivers support people. 
Children: 
Explore: 

- transport routes 
- irrigation 
- fishing 
- trade 
- tourism 

Skills: 
- Explains economic activity 
-  Investigates trade links 

Vocabulary: 
trade, economy, transport, irrigation 

Question 5 How do resources and environments affect places? 
WALT:  understand resources and sustainability. 
Children: 
Explore: 

- forests 
- fishing 
- energy 

How have these places changed over time? 
WALT:  understand environmental and human change. 
Children: 
Explore: 

- historic maps 
- aerial photographs 
- modern development 

What environmental challenges do rivers face? 
WALT:  understand environmental change. 
Children: 
Investigate: 

- pollution 
- flooding 
- drought 
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- oil 
- hydroelectric power 

Discuss: 
- pollution 
- conservation 
- sustainability 

Skills: 
-  Identifies natural resources 
-  Explores environmental issues 

Vocabulary: 
resource, sustainability, conservation, pollution 

- sustainability projects 
Skills: 

- Identifies change over time 
-  Explores sustainability 

Vocabulary: 
development, environment, conservation, sustainability 

- conservation 
Compare local and global challenges. 
Skills: 

-  Identifies environmental challenges 
-  Explores sustainability 

Vocabulary: 
pollution, sustainability, conservation, drought 

Question 6 Can I explain how Scandinavia is similar to and 
different from the UK? 
Outcome: 
Children: 
Present findings using: 

- maps 
- graphs 
- digital presentations 
- comparison writing 

Skills: 
-  Uses multiple sources 
-  Presents geographical information 
-  Draws conclusions 

"Latitude affects climate." 
"Scandinavia is further north than the UK." 
"Natural resources affect how people live and 
work." 

Can I explain why people settled in York and Lancaster? 
Outcome: 
Children: 
Present findings using: 

- OS maps 
- grid references 
- graphs 
- digital presentations 
- comparison writing 

Skills: 
-  Uses OS maps and 4-figure grid references 

securely 
-  Uses multiple sources 
-  Draws conclusions 

"People settled near rivers because they needed water, 
transport and fertile land." 
"York and Lancaster grew because of trade and geography." 
"Physical geography affects where settlements grow." 

Can I explain why rivers shape where people live? 
Outcome: 
Children: 
Present findings using: 

- maps 
- graphs 
- comparison writing 
- digital presentations 

Include: 
- water cycle links 
- similarities and differences 

Skills: 
- Draws conclusions using multiple sources 
-  Communicates geographical information 

"People settle near rivers because rivers provide water, 
food and transport." 
"The River Nile helped settlements grow in Egypt." 
"The River Dour still affects life in Dover today." 
"Rivers can create opportunities but also environmental 
challenges." 

Assessment  Enquiry Question: 
"How is Scandinavia similar to and different from 
the UK?" 

Enquiry Question: 
"Why did people choose to settle in York and Lancaster?" 
Children will demonstrate understanding by: 

Enquiry Question: 
"Why did people settle near the River Nile?" 
Children will demonstrate understanding by: 
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Children will demonstrate understanding by: 

• Comparing human and physical features.  

• Explaining how climate affects life.  

• Identifying similarities and differences 
between regions.  

• Using maps and geographical evidence to 
support conclusions. 

 

• Explaining why settlements developed in these 
locations.  

• Identifying key physical and human features.  

• Using OS maps and grid references accurately.  

• Supporting conclusions with geographical 
evidence. 

 

• Identifying river features.  

• Explaining how rivers support settlements.  

• Comparing the River Nile and River Dour.  

• Describing environmental challenges facing 
rivers.  

• Using geographical evidence to support 
conclusions. 

 

End Point By the end of this unit, children will understand 
how location, climate, physical geography and 
natural resources influence how people live in 
different parts of Europe. They will be able to 
compare Scandinavia and the United Kingdom, 
using maps, atlases and geographical evidence to 
explain similarities and differences in landscapes, 
settlements, economies and environments. 

By the end of this unit, children will understand how 
physical geography, transport links, trade and natural 
resources influence where settlements develop. They will 
be able to explain why York and Lancaster grew as 
important settlements and use maps, OS maps and 
geographical evidence to investigate settlement patterns. 

By the end of this unit, children will understand how 
rivers shape landscapes and influence where people 
live. They will know the key features of rivers, explain 
how rivers support settlements and economic activity, 
and compare the River Nile with the River Dour. Children 
will be able to use maps and geographical evidence to 
explain why rivers are important to human life. 

Substantive 
Knowledge 
 
(What 
children 
need to 
remember) 
 

Children will know: 

• Scandinavia includes Norway, Sweden and 
Denmark.  

• Scandinavia and the UK are located in 
Europe but have different geographical 
characteristics.  

• Latitude affects climate and weather 
patterns.  

• Scandinavia contains mountains, forests, 
fjords and extensive coastlines.  

• Natural resources such as forests, oil, 
fishing and hydroelectric power influence 
how people live and work.  

• Human and physical geography interact to 
shape settlements and economies.  

• Sustainability helps protect natural 
environments and resources.  

Children will know: 

• Settlements develop where conditions are 
favourable.  

• Rivers provide water, transport and fertile land.  

• York and Lancaster developed because of their 
geographical locations.  

• Human and physical features influence settlement 
growth.  

• Trade and economic activity help settlements 
prosper.  

• Natural resources can support development.  

• Maps and grid references help geographers locate 
and investigate places.  

• Sustainability is important when managing 
settlements and environments. 

 

Children will know: 

• Rivers have key features including the source, 
tributaries, meanders, floodplains and mouth.  

• Rivers shape landscapes through erosion and 
deposition.  

• Settlements often develop near rivers because 
they provide water, transport and fertile land.  

• The River Nile was essential to the 
development of Ancient Egyptian civilisation.  

• The River Dour continues to influence life in 
Dover.  

• Rivers support trade, farming, transport and 
tourism.  

• Rivers can experience environmental 
challenges such as pollution, flooding and 
drought.  

• Sustainable management helps protect river 
environments. 
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• Maps, atlases and digital mapping tools 
help geographers understand places. 

 

 

Disciplinary 
Knowledge 
(Thinking 
like a 
geographer) 
 

Children will: 

• Use maps, atlases, globes and digital 
maps confidently.  

• Locate countries, cities and regions.  

• Use latitude and longitude with increasing 
accuracy.  

• Compare places using geographical 
evidence.  

• Interpret maps, photographs, graphs and 
data.  

• Ask geographical questions and draw 
conclusions.  

• Use geographical vocabulary accurately to 
explain patterns and relationships. 

 

Children will: 

• Use maps, atlases and OS maps.  

• Apply 4-figure grid references accurately.  

• Interpret photographs, maps and geographical 
data.  

• Investigate settlement patterns.  

• Compare locations using evidence.  

• Ask geographical questions and develop 
explanations.  

• Communicate findings using geographical 
vocabulary. 

 

Children will: 

• Use maps, atlases, globes and digital maps.  

• Identify and describe river features.  

• Compare rivers using evidence.  

• Interpret maps, photographs and geographical 
data.  

• Investigate environmental issues.  

• Ask geographical questions and draw 
conclusions.  

• Use geographical vocabulary accurately to 
explain processes and patterns. 

 

Adaptive 
Teaching 
 

Support 

• Large-scale maps and atlases.  

• Visual comparison charts.  

• Vocabulary mats and knowledge 
organisers.  

• Guided map-reading activities.  

• Scaffolded comparison tasks.  
Challenge 

• Explain how latitude affects climate.  

• Analyse how resources influence 
economic activity.  

• Compare environmental challenges across 
regions.  

• Draw conclusions using multiple sources 
of evidence. 

Support 

• Annotated maps and aerial photographs.  

• Vocabulary mats and visual prompts.  

• Guided use of OS maps.  

• Structured comparison activities.  

• Adult-supported geographical enquiry.  
Challenge 

• Explain how geography influences settlement 
growth.  

• Analyse multiple factors affecting settlement 
choice.  

• Use grid references independently.  

• Compare settlements in different regions. 
 

Support 

• River diagrams and labelled maps.  

• Vocabulary mats and visual prompts.  

• Guided comparisons between rivers.  

• Practical demonstrations of river processes.  

• Adult-supported enquiry activities.  
Challenge 

• Explain how rivers influence settlement 
patterns.  

• Analyse environmental challenges affecting 
rivers.  

• Compare local and global river systems.  

• Draw conclusions using multiple geographical 
sources. 
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Assessment 
for Learning 
 

Throughout the unit, teachers will assess 
understanding through map work, comparison 
activities, retrieval practice, questioning and 
discussion. 

Throughout the unit, teachers will assess understanding 
through map work, questioning, retrieval activities, 
discussions and enquiry tasks. 

Throughout the unit, teachers will assess understanding 
through map work, diagram labelling, retrieval activities, 
questioning, discussions and comparison tasks. 
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