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School Age Childcare

The need for childcare does not stop when children reach school-age. Many
families continue to need childcare before and after school, and during the school holidays. As a result, the DfE is taking a strategic approach to the future of School Aged Childcare (SAC) which builds on the successes of programmes such as the National Wraparound Childcare programme, the Holidays Activities and Food programme (HAF) and the national rollout of the Free Breakfast Club programme, to ensure families are supported, year-round, by an outstanding SAC system.

We recently informed you that the DfE has published guidance detailing what activities the local authority needs to undertake in the financial year 2026/27. We can now confirm that the first activity will be to complete a School Age Childcare Parental Demand Survey and an audit of School Age Childcare supply.

Supply Audit
Please find below a Microsoft Forms link to the supply audit which must be submitted by 5pm on the 16 June. The survey relates to Breakfast Clubs, Afterschool Clubs and Holiday Provision for school age children 0-14 and up to 18 for disabled children. 

It is vital that we capture information about provision which is already being delivered to ensure that future development is focused in the correct areas and does not impact any existing businesses. 

Please note you will need access to your registers to complete the survey as questions ask for current occupancy including the number of children on roll with SEND and children who have English as an additional language.
Wraparound Sufficiency Audit 2026 – Fill in form
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Parental Demand Survey
We are also asking for your support in sending out the attached information and link to parents/carers. The parental demand survey is vitally important to help us understand where there may be barriers or gaps in the market that need to be addressed and the poster provides information on support with childcare costs.

As ever we are very grateful for the dedication you have already shown over the last two years in supporting this agenda.

As a reminder the wraparound funding has been extended into this financial year, so we are still able to support, where eligible, the creation of term time out of school brand new places, expansion of existing provision and/or an extension of hours. 

If you would like further information, please contact the School Age Childcare lead Jeni Smart at sufficiencyandsustainability@theeducationpeople.org
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